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No Sympaffli]/ 
For a Sfcrderer 


\££ f Bj couldn't believe my eyes: James Earl Ray was 
9 up for parole last week. The man who 
Q pleaded guilty 25 years ago to assassinating 
Martin Luther King Jr. actually had the gall to 
' ^ask to be set free. 

: * And if that wasn't shocking enough, civil rights 
"•‘leader James Lawson showed up at the hearing to 
; Yspeak on Ray's behalf. Lawson was the strategy 
'.chairman for the strike among sanitation workers 
that prompted King to make his fateful trip to 
• Memphis in April 1968. 

: ^ With a news photographer capturing the 
obscene moment for all the world to see, Lawson 
'^walked over to Ray and affectionately shook the 
^gunman's hand. 

What is wrong with our people? How many 
~ "Ways can we come up with to make ourselves 
’ look totally stupid? 

Hosea Williams, another associate of King’s 
' <“during the 1960s, also showed up to testify on 
: ; Ray’s behalf. 

'%■ “I know in my heart that Ray didn’t pull that 
^trigger," Williams told the parole board. 

JY** ;; In his heart? What kind of evidence is that? If 
;• ^Williams knows something about the 
| ^assassination, he ought to give it up. Or just be 
> /quiet. 

■ In 1969, Ray admitted that he killed King. 

, Before sentencing Ray to a 99-year sentence, 
Criminal Court Judge Preston Battle repeatedly 
.asked Ray if he understood that his plea 
v precluded appeals. Ray said he understood. 

- That should have been the end of Ray. But 
three days later, he tried to retract that 
^confession and began seeking a new trial. Ray, 
66, now contends that he was pressured to 
confess and says he just wasn't “assertive” 

- -^enough to resist. 

; - ^ That is ludicrous. Here is a man who was 
assertive enough to live the life of an armed 
robber. He was assertive enough to elude 
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capture for 14 months after 
King’s assassination, assertive 
enough to escape from prison 
after being convicted of the 
crime. 

Moreover, a House Select 
Committee on Assassinations 
concluded in 1978, after a 
two-year investigation, that Ray 
killed Martin Luther King. 

There may have been a 
conspiracy, the committee . 
noted, but Ray was telling the 
truth, the first time, when he 
admitted pulling the trigger. 

Lately, however, there has 
been a steady parade of black 
civil rights activists acting as if 
Ray has been as wronged as 
Nelson Mandela. 

“If Dr. King were alive, he 
would be appalled that a person 
could be imprisoned for 26 years 
having had no trial,” Lawson 
said. Never mind that people 
who plead guilty don't have a 
need for jury trial. . / 

Jesse L. Jackson, a longtime 
aide to Martin Luther King, even 
wrote the foreword to Ray’s 
autobiography. The book was a 
blatant attempt to cash in on the 
killing. It was titled “Who Killed 
Martin Luther King?” As if Ray 
did not know. 

Meanwhile, Hosea Williams 
has been going around talking 
about evidence hidden in his 
heart. 

The fact is, a new trial for Ray 
would do nothing but give the 
convict a chance to wriggle free 
on a technicality. For all of the 
talk by Ray’s lawyers of a 
conspiracy that a new trial 
supposedly would uncover, some 
of the first words out of Ray’s 
mouth at the parole hearing last 
week were: “I wasn’t involved in 
any type of collusive activity to 
kill him. In other words, I wasn't 
some type of accomplice.” 

Therefore, Ray’s lawyers 
would have no reason to link him 
to a conspiracy. They’d simply 
try to confuse a jury by raising 
the possibility that someone else 
did the shooting. 

Memphis District Attorney 
John Pierotti seemed to be the 
only one making sense about the 
case when he said Ray’s 


supposedly new evidence is 
either fabricated or unprovableV^ 

“I could be doing a lot of other ‘s 
things that would be more I^T' 
productive than baby-sitting thi^V 
senseless case,” he said. “The 
whole thing is garbage.” . " 

And it’s a stench that is going 

to be with us for quite some " 

time. .TUT 

Although Ray has been ; 
eligible for parole before, last ; 
Wednesday was the first time 
the Tennessee Parole Board • 4 

agreed to hear arguments on his • - * 
release. In the past, all of Ray’stHlS 
requests were denied without: 
oral presentations. 

This time, the vote was 3 to; 
against parole. Ray needed four 
votes. One of the seven board * 
members had investigated . • ; 

King’s assassination and - 
disqualified himself. The 
remaining three decided not l 
vote when it became clear Ray ; 
had lost his bid. 

But two of those who voted -■ - f 
against Ray last week said they"—? 
would favor his release when he 
comes before the parole board 
again in 1999. The very thought, ; . . 
is nauseating. . 

Did Martin Luther King Jr. « " --1 
have a chance to explain why he <• 
ought not have been 
assassinated? Did he get to call 1^2- 
witnesses to say what a good ;■ 
father he was and how much his 
children loved him? - 

Did he get the opportunity to - 
speak before a panel to say how*£T..« 
much his people needed him and 
tell what a loss it would be to 
have us deprived of his 
leadership? 

No, he did not. And the man — 
who shot him down in cold blood ~ 
on a balcony that day in 
Memphis shouldn’t have another 
chance either. 

I could understand Williams 
and Lawson showing some 
compassion if Ray, having 
confessed, had expressed great 
remorse and sorrow. You could 
shake his hand on the way to the 
gas chamber. 

But to offer a hand of support 
to an unrepentant sinner? Come 
on, Rev. Lawson. Sometimes we 
bend over backward so far to . J 
appear forgiving that we end up;^.; 
kissing our own behinds. 
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